This seminar critically examines the use of prehistory and antiquity (Classical, Biblical, early historical) for the construction of accounts of national origins, historical claims to specific territories, or the exaggerated contributions and abilities of specific peoples. The course begins with a review of anthropological approaches to ethnicity and nationalism and then examines the phenomenon of nationalism and the historically recent emergence of contemporary nation-states. It then proceeds comparatively, selectively examining politically motivated appropriations of the remote past on a global basis that either were popular earlier in the 20th century or that have ongoing relevance for some of the ethnic conflicts raging throughout the world today (e.g., the political manipulation of archaeological materials in the Middle East and the former Soviet Union). Particular reconstructions of national origins will be studied in depth. The course will attempt to develop criteria for distinguishing credible and acceptable reconstructions of the past from those that are unbelievable and/or dangerous. The course will also critically examine the global phenomenon of so-called "black archaeology" or the deliberate plundering of antiquities for the art market and analyze the development of archaeological tourism and the growth of national heritage industries.

